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Welcome! The fact that we are celebrating the 
tenth anniversary of Ireland Network Chicago has 
everything to do with your attendance this evening 
and your support for the Network from year to year. 
That level of commitment is key to the Network’s ability to 
fulfill its mission—supporting our membership’s business 
development efforts and providing a bridge for newly arrived 
Irish to the Chicago business and Chicago Irish communities. 
IN-Chicago does this by hosting a full calendar of diverse 
and engaging events, both business and social, of which this 
annual gathering is the anchor.

Since last year’s Ball here at The Drake, IN-Chicago 
has hosted or partnered no less than 26 network 
gatherings. Other events that IN-Chicago has supported 
during the year include the Chicago Council on Global 
Affairs’ extensive NATO Summit programs in May. Our 
monthly First Friday program continues to provide a natural 
forum for connections across the membership and beyond. 
Our annual program has expanded significantly with several 
exciting new events, including our Bloomsday Picnic at 
Montrose Harbor in June, the Rooftop Movie Screening 
in July, and the Members’ Business Expo in October, in 
addition to the ever-popular Fall Table Quiz in November. 
IN-Conversation, our occasional discussion series, has 
continued to thrive. IN-Chicago has been fortunate to host 
such knowledgeable panelists as Lori Healey, Niamh King, 
Don Welsh, and Colm O’Callaghan at recent installments of 
this wide-ranging series. We look forward to hosting many 
of you at these event programs over the coming months. 

We are also delighted to report that IN-USA, our network 
partnership across the country, continues to grow, with  
IN-ATX (Austin, TX) and IN-MN (Minnesota) 
recently joining the ranks of what is now a truly national 
framework of Irish Networks across the U.S. 

For many years, this annual gathering in February has provided 
us with the opportunity to give back as a membership by 

raising funds for our charities of choice. This year we are 
delighted to support both global and local causes that are 
close to our hearts—Concern Worldwide, an organization 
that delivers help where it’s most needed around the globe, 
and Chicago Irish Immigrant Support, which provides 
essential services to local Irish immigrants in need. 

Lastly, I want to extend our sincere gratitude to 
our Sponsor Partners, without whose generous support 
over the past ten years we could not host events of this 
nature. Please take a moment to review the diverse roster 
of sponsors in this brochure and please support them with 
your business whenever the opportunity arises. Thanks 
also to the Consulate General of Ireland for its continued 
strong advocacy for our mission. And many thanks to our 
hardworking committee members and other key volunteers 
who spend countless hours all year long building the success 
and vibrancy of the Network. It shows!

Here’s to the next ten years! Enjoy the evening, and  
we look forward to seeing you at another IN-Chicago  
event very soon. 

Seamus Byrne
President, Ireland Network Chicago

Our 2013 Grand Prize Raffle, which 
offers the magnificent prize of a Dream 
Trip to Ireland, will yield 100% of the 
proceeds to these two worthy causes, 
and the lucky winner will be announced 
after dinner this evening. On behalf of 
Concern and CIIS, many thanks for 
your support and best of luck!

     			  Welcome to IN–Chicago’s 10th Annual Ball
The Concord Group
Construction Consultants

Specialists in. . . 

Cost Segregation Studies
Construction Cost Estimating
Comprehensive Cost Management
Owner’s Representation
Specialized Real Estate Services Supporting

the Ireland

Network

Chicago
ILLINOIS
312.424.0250 161 North Clark Street

Suite 2050
Chicago, IL 60601

WISCONSIN
414.225.5305 330 East Kilbourn Avenue

Suite 565
Milwaukee, WI 53202

MICHIGAN
616.235.3000 300 Ottawa Avenue NW

Suite 230
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

www.concord-cc.com



  Or d er o f th e Even i n g

Menu o f th e Even i n g

 7.45 pm 	 Welcome Address—Seamus Byrne, President Ireland Network

 8.00 pm	 Dinner served

 9.15 pm	� Keynote Speaker—His Excellency Michael Collins, Ambassador of Ireland

 9.35 pm	� Drawing for Grand Raffle Prize (Dream Trip to Ireland, all proceeds to Concern 
Worldwide and Chicago Irish Immigrant Support)

 9.45 pm	 Dancing with the Alan Gresik Orchestra, featuring Amanda Wolff

12.30 am 	 �Adjourn to IN-Chicago’s 10th Anniversary After-Party— downstairs at  
The Drake’s Coq d’Or Lounge

	   To Begin	� Butternut Squash Bisque, Curried Apple Chutney

	        SALAD	 The Chicago Salad Gourmet Greens in a Cucumber Crown, Chardonnay 		
		  Poached Pears, Bleu Cheese Crumble, Strawberries and Caramelized Walnuts, 	
		  Balsamic Vinaigrette

	       ENTRÉE   	 Slow Roasted Short Ribs, Seasonal Mushroom Ragout presented on a bed of 		
		  Yukon Gold Mashed Potatoes, Haricot Verts, Orange Glazed Baby Carrots

	      DESSERT	� Marquise Au Chocolate Dark Chocolate Mousse Layered with Chocolate Cake

		  Fresh Brewed Regular and Decaffeinated Coffee • Assorted Hot Tea

Freeborn & Peters LLP

is proud to support the

10th Annual

Ireland Network
Chicago Ball
Comhgháirdeas
to Partners

Edward J. Hannon

and Jennifer L. Fitzgerald

for once again being named

among the Irish Legal 100.

What can we do for you?

Litigation

Corporate

Real Estate

Bankruptcy and
Financial Restructuring

Government and
Regulatory Law

www.freebornpeters.com



Immigration 
Services

Immigration and 
naturalization services  

Pastoral Care and 
Counseling

Full time Irish Chaplain 
offering 24 hour pastoral  
and counseling services 

Social Services
Full time Irish social worker  
providing social services 

Seniors Services
Seniors outreach program 

serving over 80 seniors 
weekly,  including guest 

speakers and live events.       

Students Program
Innovative student exchange 

program pioneered with 
Dept. of Foreign Affairs, 
Trinity, NUIG and UCC 

J-1 student assistance        

773.282.8445
info@ci-is.org
4626 N. Knox Avenue, #301
Chicago, IL 60630
www.ci-is.org

Chicago Irish 
Immigrant 
Support 

Win Your Dream  
Trip to Ireland !

H �Round-trip air travel  for two on American Airlines, from Chicago to Dublin 
H �Two nights (with breakfast) at  The Marker,  Dublin’s newest urban luxury hotel
 H �Two nights (with breakfast) at the beautiful Fota Island Resort, a golf and spa 

paradise in Cork

Fota Island Resort

Fota Island Resort

The Marker Hotel

IN-Chicago’s 2013 Grand Prize Raffle 
Help others, both globally and locally. All proceeds benefit  

CONCERN Worldwide and Chicago Irish Immigrant Support.

Ireland  Network

Thanks to generous sponsorship from American Airlines, The Marker Hotel in Dublin, and  
Fota Island Resort in Cork, one lucky winner will receive the following magnificent prize package:

Winner announced tonight at the Drake!  (Winner need  not be present to win.)

Tickets are $50 each, or three for $100.  Only 400 tickets to be sold ! 
So hurry, to enter the raffle, see our Volunteer ticket sellers right away !

H Many thanks for supporting the missions of  CONCERN and CIIS. Best of luck !  H 



IN-Chicago is honored to present

His Excellency Michael Collins 
Ambassador of Ireland to the United States of America 

Our 2013 Keynote Speaker

Michael Collins became Ireland’s Ambassador 
to the United States on 18 September 2007 
following presentation of his credentials to 
President Bush. He is the 16th person to 
occupy the post of Irish Ambassador to the US 
since 1924. In the year since his appointment, 
Ambassador Collins has travelled to all the 
major centers in the United States. With a 
particular focus on supporting Irish business 
and economic development, Ambassador Collins has 
also spoken extensively on contemporary Ireland and the 
Northern Ireland peace process. Ambassador Collins was 
named “Diplomat of the Year” by the Los Angeles World 
Affairs Council in May 2008.

Prior to his Washington appointment, Ambassador Collins 
worked for six years, on secondment from the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, as Second Secretary General at the 
Department of the Taoiseach (Prime Minister of Ireland). 
In that capacity he worked closely with Taoiseach Bertie 
Ahern, Prime Minister Blair and the Northern Ireland 
political parties on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
Between 2001 and 2007 he was a participant at all the 
major peace process events that culminated with the 2006 
St. Andrews Agreement and the formation of the Northern 
Ireland Executive on 8 May 2007. He was also with the 
former Taoiseach during his landmark address to the 
Parliament at Westminster in May of that year and more 
recently, as Ambassador, when the Taoiseach addressed a 
Joint Meeting of the US Congress in May 2008.

During his time at the Department of the Taoiseach, 
Ambassador Collins was also responsible for European 

Union issues, including Ireland’s EU presidency 
in 2004 as well all UN and international affairs.

He was also a member of the Board of the 
Royal Irish Academy (International Affairs). He 
travelled extensively with the Taoiseach on all 
his official visits and most notably on the major 
trade promotion visits that the Taoiseach led to 
China (2005), India (2006) and the Gulf (2007).

A native of Dublin, Ambassador Collins was born in 1953 
and was educated at Blackrock College and Trinity College, 
Dublin. He joined the Department of Foreign Affairs as a 
Third Secretary in 1974 and his early diplomatic postings 
brought him to Rome (1975-77), New York (1982-86) and 
Washington (1993-95). Ambassador Collins served as 
Ireland’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia from 1995-99 during 
which time he was also Ireland’s Ambassador to covered 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the United Emirates.

Ambassador Collins also served from 1999-2001 as 
Ambassador to the Czech Republic and Ukraine.

Ambassador Collins was the Head of Press and spokesman 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs from 1990 to 1993. 
While serving in Dublin in the late 1980s he also worked 
on international arms control and disarmament issues and 
represented Ireland at numerous international meetings on 
these issues including at the United Nations in New York 
and the International Conference on Disarmament and 
Development in 1989.

Ambassador Collins is married to Marie and they have 
three sons, Brian, David, and Owen.

H.E. Michael Collins

 

Concern Worldwide U.S.  
congratulates 

The Ireland Network on the  
10th Annual Ball! 

 

Thank you for your partnership and  
support of Concern’s programs. 

 Concern Worldwide U.S. 
332 South Michigan Avenue, Suite 630 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312.431.8400 
www.concernusa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aidan Cronin

My wife Maedhbh and I are delighted to be 
able to join you here tonight at what will 
be our second Irish Network Ball since we 
arrived in Chicago some eighteen months 
ago. Thank you to the Committee for your kind 
invitation to join in your celebrations this evening.

The Ireland Network Ball is, with good reason, 
regarded as being one of the highlights of the Irish 
social calendar in Chicago, thanks to the hard work 
of successive organizing committees over the last ten years. As 
we look forward to kicking-off the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations 
next month, tonight affords us the opportunity to get back into 
the swing of things after a January of well-earned hibernation and 
recuperation after December’s excesses.

As I have gotten to know the members of Ireland Network over 
the past eighteen months, I have been impressed time and again 
by your enthusiasm, your industry, your dedication to making the 
Network the best that it can be, whether as a forum for discussion, 
a way to make new connections or simply as a vehicle for meeting 
and enjoying each other’s company every First Friday. What has 
struck me most, however, is your passion, your determination that, 
as you make your lives and your careers in this great city, you will 
remain connected to, and supportive of, Ireland.

I am, as Ireland’s Consul General in Chicago, very grateful for 
that support, as I continue the work of telling Ireland’s story and 
promoting Ireland’s interests in Chicago and across the Midwest. 

And we do have a positive story to tell. 

Ireland has been through some difficult times but through it all 
the Irish people have remained resilient and there is a renewed 
confidence that we are on the road to recovery.  The Government 
has, since taking office in March 2011, put in place a series of 
measures to re-structure and re-capitalize the Irish banking system, 
to get our public finances back in order, to restore competitiveness 
to the domestic economy and to create employment. It is a work 
in progress and more challenges undoubtedly lie ahead, but 
compared to where we were as an economy and as a people, just 
two years ago, we are in a much stronger position to address those 
challenges in the coming years. 

We are grateful to the Irish diaspora, to 
organizations like Ireland Network Chicago and 
its counterparts across the country – there are 
now some thirteen Ireland Networks spread 
across the USA - for supporting initiatives such 
as Connect Ireland and, this year in particular, 
The Gathering. 

As Ireland’s official representatives here in the 
United States, we are, when set against the 

size of the territory to be covered, relatively small in number– the 
Embassy in Washington, the five Consulates General, the different 
State agencies, including our colleagues in the IDA office here in 
Chicago – and having you advocate for Ireland, in your community, 
in your workplace, in your business, means a lot to us and we 
value your input greatly. So please, keep flying the flag for Ireland 
and for the Irish people.

I am particularly delighted that Ambassador Michael Collins is here 
with us this evening. He has, along with his wife Marie, represented 
the Government and the people of Ireland here in the United States 
with distinction over the past five years, and I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish Michael and Marie every success as they 
prepare for their move to Berlin this summer.

I would also like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Séamus 
Byrne, as he prepares to hand over the reins of the Presidency 
in the coming months. Séamus has led the Network with great 
dedication over the past two years and the strong and mutually 
supportive relationship that exists between the Network and the 
Consulate is due in no small measure to his leadership. His input as 
President will, of course, be missed but, in the spirit of “The King 
is Dead, Long Live the King/Queen”, all of us in the Consulate look 
forward to working closely with his successor and with the new 
Committee over the next twelve months and beyond.

Le gach dea ghui,

Aidan Cronin
Consul General 
February 2013

Aidan Cronin 
Ireland’s Consul General in Chicago

 A Message from the Consul General
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music by
Bell Helicopter

book by
Arthur Riordan

directed by
Kyle Hamman

music direction by
Mike Przygoda

THE MIDWEST PREMIERE OF THE IRISH MUSICAL

OPENS
FEB 24
2 0 1 3

for tickets go to
strawdog.org or 

call 773.528.9696

3829 N Broadway      Chicago, IL
Photo courtesy Sarah-Ji Photography | Design by Asia Star Day, Harrington College of Design
Strawdog Theatre Company is supported in part by The Alphawood Foundation, The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, 
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, The Saints, and through the generous contributions of businesses and individuals. 

effervescent and 
         ridiculously clever
— The Irish Times

lovers of comic wordplay 
              will be tickled silly
— The New York Times

season

Dizzying wordplay, jaunty music, 
and quantum mechanics in 1940’s  
Dublin. What more do you need? 
The answer is spies. 
You need spies. 
Kyle Hamman, director of Factory  
Theater's smash hit Ren Faire!,  
teams with music arranger  
extraordinaire Mike Przygoda to 
stage this quick and clever new 
musical created by Dublin’s 
Rough Magic Theatre Company. 

Special IN-Chicago First Friday party & performance March 1. Limited number of discount  
tickets for IN members & guests! For details, email joycemcgreevy@strawdog.org.

CELTICCONCERTS20
13

FEBRUARY 16 • 8PM

Solas
Join Solas — the most exciting and influential 
Celtic band to emerge from the United States 
 — as they celebrate the release of their latest 
album, Shamrock City.

MARCH 3 • 7PM

Martin Hayes  
with Masters of Tradition 
Celebrating Irish Music in its Purest Form
Several of the world’s traditional Irish music 
legends team up for this brilliant show.

MARCH 15 • 8:30PM

Sean Cleland & Friends
St. Patrick’s Day Dance
Sean Cleland presents an evening of lively 
traditional Irish music, rollicking songs,  
and traditional Irish social dancing. Dance 
lesson at 8:30pm, concert begins at 9pm.
Part of the Global Dance Party series 

MARCH 24 • 4:30 & 8PM

Altan
Over 25 years of playing together, Altan have 
established themselves as one of the most 
important live acts to play traditional Irish  
music in Ireland and on the world stage. 

Call 773.728.6000 or buy tickets online at oldtownschool.org

AT THE

All concerts in Lincoln Square, 4544-4545 N Lincoln Ave, Chicago, IL 60625 Special thanks to our sponsors:

smart at workwww.investni.com/invest

Together, 
we have 
even more 
to celebrate

Here’s to a successful future together. Choose Northern 
Ireland and uncork the potential of our talent.

Our unique mix of qualities gives you more to 
celebrate. The effervescent talent and creativity of 
our young, highly educated workforce. Our world-class 
infrastructure and competitive costs. And of course, a 
go-ahead attitude to match your own. All adding up 
to one very smart partner to help achieve your goals.

Citi, the Allstate Corporation and CME are enjoying 
the advantages of being here. You can too.  

To learn more, contact 
Áine Mallaghan   
D: 1 312 955 0058
aine.mallaghan@investni.com



The Gathering Ireland 2013
Calling all Flynns, O’Malleys   

 and Schweitzenburgs.

thegatheringireland.com

No matter how much, or how little, Irish you have in you, you’re invited to come and experience The Gathering Ireland 2013.  
The year-long celebration of Irish culture promises a trip like none other.  You can immerse yourself in countless festivals and 

events, incredible music and art, exhilarating sports, and there are thousands of ways to connect with your family, friends and 
Irish roots.  If you’ve ever wanted to come “home” there’s never been a better time to do it.  

Don’t miss this once in a lifetime chance.  Be part of it.

Publication:  Chicago Ireland Network
Artwork due date:  Jan 18, 2013
Publication date:  Feb 16, 2013

Page Trim: 8.5” x 11”
Bleed: 8” x 10.5” 
Live Area:  

TOURISM IRELAND
The Gathering: Consumer

There’s something about Ireland that inspires 
worldwide wonder and affection, and that global 
affinity will be celebrated throughout this year. It’s called 
The Gathering Ireland 2013 —a year-long opportunity 
to connect with Ireland, through a non-stop series of events 
and festivals that will bring all aspects of Ireland’s culture, 
music, arts, sports, and heritage to glorious, indelible life.

For anyone who has ever enjoyed a good Guinness, 
loved delving into the rich fabric of a James Joyce novel, 
or watched Riverdance with amazement, The Gathering 
Ireland 2013 is your chance to join this unique celebration. 

COME ON HOME TO IRELAND
The wish that gave rise to The Gathering is to 
inspire millions of Irish around the globe, including 
friends and families, to reconnect with their Irish roots or 
to discover Ireland’s charms for the first time. Sons and 
daughters of Ireland who participate in The Gathering 
can enrich their own sense of self while contributing to 
Ireland’s renewal.

Follow your heart 
to the place where 
the most beautiful 
vacation memories are 
made. There is nothing 
quite like experiencing 
the poetry, the majesty, 
and the warm hospitality 
of Ireland first hand. The 
Gathering Ireland 2013 is the time to plan a reunion with 
family, friends, classmates, or colleagues. So if you are 
planning on an event for 2013, consider having it in Ireland. 
Be Part of It!

For travel information  
and event details, please visit  
ireland.com/thegathering.

You are invited to Ireland! 
We’re rolling out the green carpet in 2013.



 

 
 
 
 

2307 West 136th Street * Suite #001 * Blue Island, IL * 60406 
Office 1(312) 399-6754 * Fax 1(800) 399-9635 * Website - www.CDugganInteriors.Com 

 

Wishing the Ireland Network of Chicago  
continued success from your friends 

General Contractors and Construction Managers 
BMO/Bank of Montreal * Harris Bank, N.A. * Marshall & Ilsley Corp * JP Morgan Chase                       

Barclays Capital Wealth * Neuberger Berman Group LLC * RSM McGladery                                                    
Intercontinental Hotels Group * Country Financial Co. * State Farm Insurance Co.                                      

Farm Bureau Insurance Co * Magnani Continuum Marketing 
Ledford and Wu Attorneys * Howard and Howard LLP * Martin and Karcazes LLP 

The Walking Company * Rolex * Tourneau * Van Cleef & Arpels * Cartier * BCBG Max Azria 
Hickey Freeman * Hart, Shafner & Marx * The Limited Brands Company * Russian Tea Time 

Garrett Popcorn * CB Richard Ellis * Jones Lang LaSalle Americas * US Equities Realty 
BPG Properties * Michigan Avenue Investors * MYOTT Properties * Cushman & Wakefield        

GSA Management * Farrelly Building Services * Dirksen Federal Building * Kluczynski Federal 
Building * The Cliff Dwellers Club * Smart Digital LLC * Paragraphs LLC                                                                 

The South African Consulate of Chicago 

 
 

“C. Duggan Interiors is a Midwest based boutique style General Contractor and Construction       
Management firm that specializes in the development of high end commercial and retail properties. 

With a team of highly experienced professionals, they will manifest your vision with grace and                 
efficiency to bring your project in on time and under budget, everytime”. 

 
 



Houston  Thursday September 27th, 7-9PM
 The Awty International School,  
 7455 Awty School Lane, Houston, TX 77055

Dallas  Saturday September 29th, 2-4PM
 Parish Episcopal School, 
 4101 Sigma Road, Dallas, TX 75244

New York Wednesday October 10th, 7-9PM
 Xavier High School, 
 30 West 16th Street, New York, NY 10011

Pearl River  Thursday October 11th, 7-9PM
 Pearl River High School, 
 135 West Crooked Hill Road, Pearl River, NY 10965

 Boston   Saturday October 13th, 2-4PM 
 Boston College High School, 
 150 Morrissey Blvd, Boston, MA 02125

Connecticut Sunday October 14th, 2-4PM
 Fairfield Public Library, 
 1080 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824

Your future starts here
www.educationinireland.com

EVER DREAM OF 
STUDYING IN
   IRELAND?

IRISh UNIVERSITIES OpEN hOUSE EVENTS
Meet Irish University representatives at our free Fall events
UPCOMING OPEN HOUSE IN CHICAGO
Join us this Spring for a free information event  

about studying in Ireland!

 Saturday 6th April 2013  •  2–4pm
Doubletree Hotel •1909 Spring Rd • Oak Brook IL 60523

Meet Admissions Representatives from all of  
the Universities in the Republic of Ireland:

•  Trinity College Dublin  www.tcd.ie
•  Dublin City University  www.dcu.ie
•  National University of Ireland, Galway  www.nuigalway.ie
•  National University of Ireland, Maynooth  www.nuim.ie
•  University College Cork  www.ucc.ie
•  University College Dublin  www.ucd.ie
•  University of Limerick  www.ul.ie

Students, Parents & College Counselors Welcome!

 To register or to find out more, email  
eduireland@enterprise-ireland.com



					     ShamROCK Chicago 2013

 
 
When it comes to St. Patrick’s Day and demonstrating 
Chicago Irish pride, the Chicagoland community, 
regardless of heritage, has never been shy about 
“embracing the green.” And, true to architect Daniel H. 
Burnham’s declaration in the late 1890s that Chicago “make 
no little plans,” Chicago celebrates big each year on March 
17. It is in this spirit that ShamROCK Chicago 2013 has 
launched as an initiative aimed at affirming Chicago’s place 
as “the” U.S. headquarters for St. Patrick’s Day. 

The goal of the campaign is to encourage as many website 
visitors and Facebook followers as possible from Chicago 
and beyond to declare their Chicago pride via a simple online 
vote at shamROCKchicago2013.com. After all the votes 
are recorded, a petition and vote tally will be presented by 
the ShamROCK Chicago Council to Aidan Cronin, Consul 
General of Ireland, at a public event in the days leading up to 
March 17, 2013. 

As part of the initiative, prominent Chicago business 
people with strong Irish ties are serving on the honorary 
ShamROCK Chicago Council and will promote the effort 
throughout their communities. They exemplify the Irish spirit 

in Chicago and will come together to present the petition.  
They include:

• Tom Boyle  Chicago Gaelic Park
• Marlene Byrne  President, Celtic Chicago, Inc. 
• Seamus Byrne  President, Ireland Network Chicago 
• Cliff Carlson  Publisher, Irish American News 
• Michael Clune  Chairman, Clune Construction 
• �Joe Connelly  Parade Co-Chair 2013, South Side  

Irish Parade 
• �Jim Coyne  General Chairman, Parade Committee 

& Business Manager, Chicago Journeymen Plumbers’ 
Local 130, U.A.

• �Elizabeth Murray-Belcaster  Executive Director, 
Northwest Side Irish Parade 

• �Michael G. O’Rourke  President and CEO, 
��Signature Bank 

• Patrick Sullivan  Sergeant, Shannon Rovers
• �Patrick Thompson  Chairman, The Irish Fellowship 

Club of Chicago

In addition to casting their votes, visitors to 
shamROCKchicago2013.com will also be able to 
find event information on the “Craic Finder,” purchase 
ShamROCK Chicago shirts, learn fun facts about Chicago’s 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, spread the word by ROCKING 
their friends and encourage them to visit the social media 
sites for ShamROCK Chicago 2013.

Street teams have been blanketing Chicago to raise visibility 
for the initiative and encourage widespread participation, with 
more events to come. For more information on ShamROCK 
Chicago 2013, future events or to cast your vote, please visit 
shamROCKchicago2013.com, find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/shamROCKchicago2013 or Twitter @
shamROCKchicago.

ShamROCK Chicago 2013 rallies  
Chicagoans to vote for Chicago as U.S. 

headquarters for St. Patrick’s Day

Vote, Chicago! It’s easy at shamROCKchicago2013.com.

TM

Vote Chicago as the
 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Headquarters 
of the U.S.

 CHICAGO IS 

DYE’N FOR IT!
DYEDYE’

Visit shamROCKchicago2013.com 

to place your
 vote.

Creative developed by Celtic Chicago, Inc.



YOUR PRIVATE
ISLAND

HOTEL  SPA  GOLF CLUB  GOLF ACADEMY  LODGES
Fota Island Resort, Fota Island, Cork, Ireland www.fotaisland.ie Find us on

The Choice is Yours

Fota Island Resort is, quite simply, a place like no other. 
From the inviting challenge of  a world class golf  course to 
the welcome opulence of  the five-star Fota Island Hotel and 
Spa… From the privacy of  your own exclusive lodge, to the 
simple pleasure of  a stroll along the gentle shore…

Contact us Today

T +353 (0)21 488 3700  
E info@fotaisland.ie

The Marker Hotel
Grand Canal Square, Docklands, Dublin 2, Ireland.

info@themarker.ie 
t: + 353 1 687 5100
themarkerhoteldublin.com

In order to be irreplaceable one
must always be different.
C O C O  C H A N E L 

O P E N I N G  A P R I L  2 0 1 3

Editorial Ad.indd   2 19/12/2012   13:30



Ireland Network Chicago fulfills its mission by 
hosting a wide variety of events over the calendar 
year. Among the highlights of 2012 was our partnering with 
the Chicago Council on Global Affairs for their historic public 
education endeavor, the NATO Summit Speakers Series. We 
also joined the Irish Fellowship Club and the Irish American 
Partnership in welcoming Taoiseach Enda Kenny to Chicago for St. 
Patrick’s Day. Last but not least, we enjoyed many opportunities 
to support charitable causes. Here is a look back at just a 
few of the IN–Chicago events that our members attended  
in 2012.  

07 Dec	� First Friday Gathering & CIIS Benefit | Elephant & Castle

15 Nov 	� Annual Table Quiz & Hurricane Relief Fundraiser | 
Corcoran’s Grill & Pub

02 Nov 	First Friday Gathering | Argent

05 Oct	 IN-Chicago Annual Members’ Business Showcase

19 Sep	� IN-Conversation: NATO Revisited, with Lori Healey & 
Niamh King

09 Sep	 End-of-Summer Golf Outing

07 Sep	 First Friday Gathering | Columbia Yacht Club

07 Aug	 “Rush Hour Concert” featuring Maire O’Brien

03 Aug	� First Friday Gathering/ Vice Consul General Farewell | 
The Pepper Canister

20 Jul	 Movie on the Roof

06 Jul	 First Friday Gathering | O’Brien’s Riverwalk Café

22 Jun	 Connect Ireland Reception | The Gage

16 Jun	 Annual Bloomsday Picnic & Performance

10 Jun	 UEFA Euro 2012: Republic of Ireland vs Croatia

01 Jun	 First Friday Gathering | Emerald Loop

04 May	� First Friday Gathering | Rebar at Trump  
International Chicago

25 Apr	 Education in Ireland Reception

13 Apr	 Annual Members’ Meeting

06 Apr	 First Friday Gathering | Celtic Crossing

02 Mar	 First Friday Gathering | Halsted Harp

18 Feb	 9th Annual Ball | The Drake

03 Feb	� First Friday Gathering | Potter’s at The Palmer  
House Hilton

24 Jan	� IN-Conversation: Christopher Kennedy & Colm 
O’Muircheartaigh

06 Jan	 First Friday Gathering | Farmhouse

 

A Look Back at  
Ireland Network Chicago Events in 2012

First Friday fun

Elegance in good company at the 9th Annual Ball, February 2012.

First-Fridays are warm and welcoming!

Celebrating summer with a rooftop movie. Mayor Rahm Emanuel welcomes Taoiseach Enda Kenny 
to Chicago.

Celebrating Ireland at the iBAM! ReceptionThe annual Bloomsday Picnic & Performance.



• COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL  
• PARKING STRUCTURES 
• MIXED-USE & MULTI-FAMILY 
• STORM WATER MANAGEMENT  

- DUKANE DELIVERS

Dukane Precast 
1805 High Grove Lane Naperville, IL 60540  
Phone:  630.355.8118  Fax:  630.355.0441 

www.dukaneprecast.com 

Quality Precast Products for ALL of your building needs 

Handcrafted on the Grubb family farm in County 
Tipperary, Ireland, our Cashel Blue Cheese has a full fl avor that 

only comes from the rich milk of pedigreed Irish cows. This creamy 
cheese ages beautifully and has a slight tang that becomes 

more pronounced over time.  kerrygoldusa.com
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Ireland Network Chicago—it’s the people you know!

Ireland  Network



The fi rm of choice for
companies arriving in Ireland

The law fi rm of choice for the key domestic and international 
players in Irish business. “William Fry always delivers, and will 

always exceed our expectations” (Chambers Global, 2012).

williamfry.ie

Dublin  •  London  •  New York  •  Mountain View, CA

Law Firm of the Year 2012 (Irish Law Awards)
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Kevin Boland 
kevin.boland@bolandbros.com

Kevin Boland is originally from  
Cork, and has lived in Chicago  
since 1998, following a stint in 
London. He is a founder of Boland 
Brothers LLC, a commercial real 
estate investment firm. In his 
spare time, Kevin sits on the 
board of Singapore based Pilot 
Crew Recruitment and The Irish 
Fellowship Club of Chicago and 
chairs Hospitality Cares Chicago. 
Kevin previously served on the 
board of HELP (Help Ease Local 
Poverty) and Meeting Professionals 
International—Chicago Chapter.  
He lives in Lincoln Park.   

Seamus Byrne  President
seamus@byrne-design.com

Seamus Byrne is an architect and 
a Principal at Byrne Design LLC in 
Chicago. Originally from Waterford 
and a graduate of UCD’s School 
of Architecture, Seamus moved 
to Chicago from London in 1991 
and has been a member of Ireland 
Network Chicago since its founding, 
joining the committee in 2009. He 
lives on the north side of the city 
with his wife, daughter and anxious 
mess of a dog.

Imelda Gallagher 
imeldagallagher@gmail.com

Imelda Gallagher has been an 
Ireland Network committee member 
for four years. Imelda grew up in 
Galway and lived in Dublin before 
returning to her native Chicago eight 
years ago. Imelda was a Barrister 
in Ireland and is now working with 
Goodman Networks, a company 
specializing in leasing/ licensing for 
major wireless carriers to expand 
and improve telecommunication  
and internet coverage.

Katie Hamilton 
Katie.Hamilton@dfa.ie

A Chicago native, Katie Hamilton 
is the Public Affairs Officer at the 
Consulate General of Ireland in 
Chicago. She has Masters degrees in 
Policy from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign and the 
University College Cork in Ireland. 
Katie also teaches Irish dance in the 
western suburbs.

Ronan Keary
Ronan.Keary@cbre.com

Originally from Ballymacward, Co. 
Mayo, Ronan Keary is a Financial 
Analyst with CBRE. He has a 
Bachelor of Arts in Public and 
Social Policy from the National 
University of Ireland, Galway and is 
a licensed real estate professional. 
An avid sports fan, Ronan is a loyal 
supporter of the Galway G.A.A. 
teams as well as Aston Villa F.C.

Joyce McGreevy
joycemcgreevy@strawdog.org

Joyce McGreevy is an editor at 
National Geographic Learning, as 
well as an author, a public speaker, 
and a board member of Chicago’s 
Strawdog Theatre. In March Joyce 
will accept the 2013 NUI Galway 
Alumni Award for her service to 
the arts. She congratulates fellow 
alumnus and IN-Chicago member 
Seamus Kavanagh, winner of the  
2013 Alumni Award for Science.  

Lorraine Murphy
lorrainemurph@gmail.com

Lorraine Murphy is from the 
Northside of Dublin and has been 
living in Chicago for the past year 
and a half.  She is an Event Manager 
for CDM Media and is a relatively 
new member to the Ireland Network 
Committee.  She has traveled 
extensively but has always dreamed 
of living in the United States and is 
looking forward to seeing what the 
future holds for her!

Eamon Nash
eamon.nash@analog.com 

Eamon Nash is an Engineering 
Manager at Analog Devices. A 
native of Tipperary Town and an 
alum of University of Limerick, he 
has lived in the United States for 
18 years, the last eight in Chicago. 
His interests include photography, 
squash and tennis.

Valerie Wall 
v.wall@rccorp.us 

Valerie Wall is Secretary of the 
Ireland Network Chicago. She has 
been a committee member for three 
years, following a stint as President 
of the UCD Alumni–Chicago 
Chapter. A native of Dublin, Valerie 
has lived in Chicago for 14 years, 
direct from finishing her Ph.D. in 
chemistry at UCD. Starting her 
career as a research scientist with 
the Monsanto Company, Valerie is 
now part of Richmond Chemical 
Corporation, a chemistry and 
biosciences company in Oak Brook.

	           Ireland Network Chicago Committee Members

www.ucc.ie

A PLACE OF 
TRADITIONS

OLD AND NEW
Established in 1845, our campus is vibrant, intimate and 

has amazing facilities. In the heart of Cork, we have 
heritage and a contemporary lifestyle. It’s the perfect 

environment for you to succeed and excel.

Ireland  NetworkIRELAND NETWORK CHICAGO



RAISE YOUR EXPECTATIONS. 
REALIZE YOUR POTENTIAL.

JF McKinney & Associates, Chicago’s most successful 
offi ce leasing fi rm, invites you to seize the big and bold 

opportunities this world class city holds. 

www.jfmckinney.com



The Chicago Council on Global Affairs

The future of the United States depends on far 
more than economic recovery: the holy grail for 
the long term is economic competitiveness.

At the top of the skill ladder and at the bottom, immigrants 
are an essential piece of America’s global competitiveness. 
We as a nation must work harder to attract and retain 
immigrant talent and avoid wasting the potential of the 
immigrants already here.

Despite increasing educational attainment across all levels 
of society, the U.S. workforce alone is not educated enough 
to sustain a globally competitive knowledge economy. 
Sixty to 70 percent of the students in American computer 
science and electrical engineering graduate programs are 
foreigners on temporary visas. Twenty-five percent of U.S. 
patents are held by innovators born abroad. One-quarter 
of the high-tech firms launched in the United States 
between 1995 and 2005 were founded by immigrants. 
These newcomers don’t supplant U.S. workers. They 
enhance American productivity and create jobs. We need 
their talent to sustain our economic edge—and will need 
it increasingly in years ahead.

America also needs less-skilled immigrants. Long-term 
demographic and educational trends are changing the size 
and makeup of the native-born workforce. U.S. families are 
having fewer children. Baby boomers are retiring. Perhaps 
most significant, Americans are increasingly educated. In 
1960 half of the native-born men in the U.S. workforce had 
dropped out of high school and were doing unskilled work. 
Today, the figure is less than 10 percent.

The economic downturn has done nothing to change the 
fundamental educational and demographic trends that 
make foreign workers essential for American prosperity. 
Global talent and the less-skilled workforce alike will play an 
essential role in the nation’s economic recovery. We must 
make the right choices about immigrants at both ends of 
the job ladder. We need innovators and investors, and we 
need a legal way for low-skilled immigrants to come to the 
United States to work.

We in the Midwest need answers—now—for our 
economy and our communities.

We need better solutions on our borders and in the 
workplace. We need visas for high- and low-skilled workers, 
a legal immigration system that works for entrepreneurs, 
inventors, investors, STEM students, nurses, home health 
care aides, busboys, farmhands and seasonal hotel help. 
We need employment-based immigration that meets the 
needs of employers and employees as well as a family-based 
system that reunites relatives in a timely way. We need 
solutions that serve immigrants without shortchanging 
U.S. workers. And we need a path to citizenship for 
Dreamers and their parents.

The region’s competitiveness—our 
livelihoods, our future, our children’s 

future—hangs in the balance. We need 
Congress to act. It’s time to step up  

and get the job done.

Immigration and U.S. Economic 
Competitiveness: A View from the Midwest 

Excerpted from a Chicago Council forthcoming task force report



vaughanhospitality.com

3443 N. Southport
Lakeview

1615 N. wells
OLd TOwN

216 N. wabash
dOwNTOwN

5485 Northwest Hwy.
NOrTHweST Side

2917 N. Sheffield
Lakeview

5 BARS = 5 GREAT PINTS

VAuGhAN 
hoSPITAlITy GRouP

Memories 
are Better 

When Shared
Located on the Chicago Riverwalk, 

enjoy the convenience of being only
steps away from Navy Pier, Michigan
Avenue shopping & Millennium Park.

Enjoy the luxury of five restaurants
and lounges including Shula’s 

Steakhouse, and relax with our 
massage services and complimentary

indoor pool.

Great values available for Spring
Break and Summer Vacations.

Learn more at sheratonchicago.com

sheraton chicago hotel & towers  .  301 e north water street  .  chicago, il 60611  .  312 464 1000



John D. McEneany & Imelda M.W. Gallagher 

would like to congratulate the 
Ireland Network Chicago on their 

10th Annual Black Tie Ball. 

Dolder Walsh, Inc..
Personal Investment Company

“Forward Thinking for Big Plans”

Here’s Céad Míle Fáilte to friend and to rover

That’s a greeting that’s Irish as Irish can be

It means you are welcome

A thousand times over

Wherever you come from, whosoever you be. 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate the 10th anniversary of Ireland Network Chicago!
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What’s Next for Ireland Network Chicago?

Here’s a preview of some of our upcoming events. 

Friday, March 1, 6:00 PM: First Friday at Strawdog Theatre (3829 N. Broadway) See a special performance of new Irish comedy 
Improbable Frequency. The New York Times says: “Dazzling!  Lovers of comic wordplay will be tickled silly.”

Friday, March 15: IN-Chicago supported events: Irish American Partnership’s annual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast (8:00 AM, Union 
League Club, 65 W. Jackson) and Irish Fellowship Club’s annual St. Patrick’s Day dinner (6:00 PM, Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan.)

Friday, April 5:  First Friday and Annual Meeting (The Gage, 24 S. Michigan) Learn about events planned for the year ahead, listen 
to a review of activities and finances for the year just past, and most importantly, offer your feedback and ideas for the future.

Saturday, June 15: Annual Bloomsday Picnic, Montrose Beach. Some of Chicago’s most talented actors perform excerpts from 
James Joyce’s Ulysses. 

For more details and to register, please visit theirelandnetwork.com.

Join us and find out! 
The benefits of becoming a subscribed member of IN-Chicago are numerous: 

• Preferred member rates for events hosted by IN-Chicago and those co-hosted with our Partners

• Direct connection to the vibrant Irish business community in Chicago and beyond

• Access via our networking events to visiting speakers, commentators and business leaders

• �Opportunities to expand your business contact network via fellow members, reconnect with colleagues and develop 
new connections

• IN-USA membership (coming soon) and access to IN events in other cities

• Access to the continuously expanding IN-Chicago membership directory (and soon the IN-USA directory)

• �IN-Chicago membership provides you with the means to stay connected with fellow Irish across all business sectors  
in the Chicago area, while promoting your business, your expertise and your interests via your profile. 

 A membership subscription is only US$50 annually, and online registration is quick and easy.  
We invite you to become a member or to join our email list by visiting TheIrelandNetwork.com, 

and we look forward to seeing you at an event soon.

Ireland Network

Get connected. Stay connected.



       Notes...Contact Info...Doodles...

Kilbeggan® Blended Irish Whiskey 40% Alc./Vol. ©2012 Kilbeggan Distilling Import Company, Deerfield, IL, USA

at its FINESTat its FINEST
 IRISH WHISKEY IRISH WHISKEY
ArtisanalArtisanal


